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The good news that we've been rejoicing about in these carols is not just the story of
Christmas, but the message of Christmas. The ultimate word of God, from God, about
himself, for people of all times, of all nations of the world.

Listen to this last brief reading that sums up the unique splendor of the divine revelation
when Jesus Christ came into this world.

The apostle of Christ says, long ago, many times and in many ways, God spoke to our
fathers by the prophets. But in these last days, he's spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the world.

He is the radiance of the glory of God, the exact imprint of his nature. And he upholds the
universe by the word of his power.

After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the majesty on high,
having become as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is more
excellent than theirs.

Of the angels, he says, he makes his angels' winds and his ministers a flame of fire. But of
the sun, he says, your throne, O God, is forever and ever.

The scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. Before we think a little of this
message of Christmas, which is that in Jesus Christ, God has spoken his ultimate word, a
revelation to this world.

We're going to sing one of the simplest, but perhaps one of the best love carols of all. It
speaks of that great revelation of the love of God into our world. Son of God, O how bright,
love is smiling from thy face, strikes for us now the hour of grace.

Savior, since thou art born. euh, oh,ah, of mmler, of wind the star, in our foe, Jesus
Christ,leich mmm quelques-uns.

There may be Hammer, dear, who did he become as heavy, sh have sunned He was
mym m, not the god of earth, so yeah. S dépend of all our earth, so yeah. Son of God, for
us who have become as heavy, which was very unscm mm of history, he said, our angels,
invite him full, and stare for us now the best love geord mmmaign, the ceremony of the
planetsal half.

Son of Christ, are prisms to preach his moans, and his wisdom of Christ, are away on the
third, CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS

CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR
SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS
CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS Thank you.

| want to speak a little this evening about that last reading. It comes from Hebrews chapter
1. Because it tells us something very important.

It tells us that Jesus Christ is the answer to all our deepest yearnings. To every
inconsolable yearning of the human heart.
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The true God is not a silent God. He's a God who has spoken. He's not a God who's
hidden. To be searched for. Because God himself has made himself known all through
history.

But the message of Christmas is that in Jesus Christ, God has spoken his word of ultimate
revelation to humankind. | want to think about three ways that God has spoken to
humankind this evening.

And the first is this. God has spoken universally to our human spirits. And the evidence is
simply in the universal yearning that there is in the human spirit for fulfillment.

Long ago, says the apostle, that many times and in many ways, God spoke. Elsewhere,
the apostle Paul says that God's invisible attributes, namely his eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly perceived ever since the creation of the world in the things that
have been made.

But he goes on to say, of course, that human beings in their desire for autonomy, for
self-determination, they've suppressed this truth and tried to ignore God.

And yet the fact is we can't suppress that truth completely. And that simple fact is what
explains the reality of our lives. Indeed, only that fact does, | would submit.

Human beings have rebelled against God's authority. That's what the Bible means by
sins. As simple as that. Rebellion against God's rightful rule over us as creator.

But that doesn't mean that human beings cease to be destined for God. We have a great
desire to suppress that truth, to escape thoughts about God.

And yet at the same time, we long for the peace that only God can truly give. And so we
live with an unavoidable conflict. The former atheist, the Oxford Don C.S. Lewis, called
this the inconsolable longing.

It's been part of the universal experience of human beings since the very beginning.
Human beings long for more. They yearn for fulfilment. And not even the greatest things
in this world are really capable of satisfying our hearts.

We always feel, don't we, there should be more. More to life. And we live with that sense
of restlessness, of homelessness. And yet we have a keen sense of what home really is.

And we yearn for it. Listen to how C.S. Lewis expresses it. There have been times, he
says, when | think that we do not desire heaven. But far more often, | find myself
wondering whether in our heart of hearts we've ever desired anything else.

Aren't all our lifelong friendships born at the moment when, at last, you meet another
human being who has some inkling of that something which you were born desiring.

And which beneath the flux of other desires and in all the momentary silences between
the louder passions, night and day, year by year, from childhood to old age, you've been
looking for, watching for, listening for.

You've never had it. All the things that ever deeply possessed your soul have been but
hints of it. Tantalizing glimpses. Promises never quite fulfilled.

Echoes that died away just as they caught your ear. But if it really should become
manifest, if ever there came an echo that did not die away but swelled into the sound
itself, you would know it.

Beyond all possibility of doubt, you would say, here at last is the thing | was made for. It's
the secret signature of each soul, the incommunicable and unappeasable want, the things
we desired before ever we met our spouse or made our friends or chose our work and
which we shall still desire on our deathbeds when the mind no longer knows spouse or
friend or work.

All your life, he says, an unattainable ecstasy has hovered just beyond the grasp of your
consciousness.
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And C.S. Lewis sensed that deep longing within his own soul, a desire for a far-off
country, for the true home that he knew his heart longed for. And that's what set him
seeking an answer.

And eventually he found it in Jesus Christ. Actually, his wonderful Narnia stories, I'm sure
some of you have read, they express that sense of longing for a better world, probably
better than any other stories that | know.

But that yearning, it's simply evidence of what the Bible tells us very plainly. God has put
eternity into man's heart. And yet, so that he cannot find out what God has done from the
beginning to the end.

That is, the longing is unavoidably there. But the answer is not within our power to grasp.
Listen to Lewis again. He says, I'm trying to rip open the inconsolable secret in each one
of you.

The secret that hurts so much that you take your revenge on it by calling it names, like,
oh, nostalgia, romanticism, adolescence. The secret we cannot hide and cannot tell,
although we desire to do both.

We can't tell it because it's a desire for something that's never actually appeared in our
experience. We can't hide it because our experience is constantly suggesting it.

We want to cheat it, he says. We want to just call it a search for beauty. And we want to
think that we can find it. No, no. He goes on and says the books or the music in which we
thought the beauty was located, it will betray us if we trust to them.

It was not in them. It only came through them. And what came through them was longing.
These things, the beauty, the memory of our own past, they're good images of what we
really desire.

But if they're mistaken for the thing itself, they turn into dumb idols, breaking the hearts of
their worshippers. For they're not the thing itself. They're only the scent of a flower we
haven't found, the echo of a tune we haven't heard, news from a country we've never yet
visited.

Friends, | think that is true, don't you? Deep down. That inconsolable longing in our
human spirit.

Of course, as C.S. Lewis rightly points out, he says almost our whole education has been
directed to silencing this shy, persistent inner voice.

Almost all our modern philosophies have been devised to convince us that the good of
man is to be found on this earth. Well, that's certainly true, isn't it? That's a crusade that
people like Richard Dawkins and others like him are on to silence even the questionings
of the human heart.

Don't even allow these questions to be asked, they want to say, in schools and so on.
Silence them. Suppress them. It's not really a very liberal or scientific approach, is it?

C.S. Lewis, though, does have an answer to the new atheists of our day. How could, he
says, how could an idiotic universe, that's the universe of blind chance that these people
want us to believe in, how could an idiotic universe have produced creatures whose mere
dreams are so much stronger and better and subtler than itself?

If you really are a product of a materialistic universe, how is it that you do not feel at home
there?

It's an important question, isn't it? He goes on and says, Do what they will then, we remain
conscious of a desire which no natural happiness will satisfy.

Well, of course, you might object and you might say, well, there's no reason to suppose
that reality does offer any satisfaction to that kind of desire. Does being hungry prove that
we do have bread, for example?
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But Lewis answers and says, this misses the point. A man's physical hunger does not

prove that he will get any bread. He might die of starvation in a raft in the Atlantic. But

surely a man's hunger does prove that he comes from a race which repairs its body by
eating and inhabits a world where eatable substances do exist.

In the same way, though | do not believe that my desire for paradise proves that | will
enjoy it, | think it's a pretty good indication that such a thing exists and some people will.

A man may love a woman and not win her, but it would be very, very odd if the
phenomenon called falling in love occurred in a sexless world. You see?

There is a deep, inconsolable yearning in the human heart, and for good reason. And as
C.S. Lewis says, this sense that in this universe, we're treated as strangers, belonging to
be acknowledged, to meet some response, to bridge some chasm that yawns between us
and reality.

It's part of our inconsolable secret. Yes, at many times, and in many ways, all through
human history, God spoke.

And the evidence, friends, is in the universal yearning in the human spirit for fulfillment.
And so history proves. You find these longings expressed from the stories of the most
primitive tribes to the heights of the Greek myths, to the Roman poets, everywhere
besides.

And that shouldn't surprise us. Because God has spoken universally to the human race.
And these things are all what C.S. Lewis likes to call good dreams.

They're the dim premonitions. They're the shadows of reality that God has abundantly
scattered throughout his world and throughout history and every culture. And even
avowed atheists cannot shake off that unsatisfied longing for contentment, that desire for
a real meaning in life.

Listen to this. It's odd, isn't it? | care passionately for this world and for many things and
people in it. And yet, what is it all for? There must be something more important, one
feels.

Although | don't believe there is. That's Bertrand Russell. Perhaps one of the most famous
atheists of them all. Even he betrays that inconsolable secret.

Listen to Albert Camus, the French existentialist and atheist. He says, For anyone who is
alone, without God, and without a master, the wait of days is dreadful.

Dreadful because even atheists can't escape the inconsolable longing. And the more they
try to suppress it, the greater the tension in life will be.

Because, friends, that cannot be overcome. We are made, above all, to desire God. One
more quote from C.S. Lewis.

Creatures are not born with desires unless satisfaction for these desires exists. A baby
feels hunger. Well, there's such a thing as food.

A duckling wants to swim. Well, there's such a thing as water. Human beings feel sexual
desire. Well, there is such a thing as sex. If | find in myself a desire which no experience in
this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that | was made for another world.

God has spoken universally to the human spirit from the beginning of creation in many
times and in many ways God spoke. And the evidence, friends, is right here in our hearts,
yours and mine, in the longings, in the yearnings for more, for fulfillment.

Because God has set eternity in our hearts. And we cannot dislodge this longing for the
eternal. Even Bertrand Russell can't help saying there must be something more important
one feels.

So where can that be found? Well, that brings me to the second thing. God has spoken
uniquely in the Hebrew Scriptures. God spoke to our fathers, he says, by the prophets.
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God spoke more than just universally. And the Bible is God's unique revelation, his special
revelation of himself. It's needed because human rebelliousness has suppressed the truth
of his universal revelation.

And that's the story of human beings according to the Apostle Paul. And yet, the God of
eternity who created mankind for himself didn't turn his back on rebellious human beings,
even when we turned our back on him.

He did not abandon us utterly. The whole Bible is that story of the God who speaks in
order to woo back his errant creatures.

The Bible, you see, is not a random collection of texts like a lot of other religious books.
The Bible is God's story. It's got a beginning. The book of Genesis got an end in
Revelation. And in between is the unfolding story of God's whole plan of redemption.

So way back near the beginning in Genesis chapter 11, God lays aside for a time the
nations of humanity and he calls out one nation, one people, to be his messengers to the
world, bringing the glad tidings of salvation.

And he chose Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and from them the whole of the people of
Israel to shine his light to the world. He gave them a unique revelation of himself.

He gave them words of total clarity, revealing his goodness, revealing his ways, his
commands, his desires for how human beings and human societies should live.

And yet he also revealed to them the terrible horror of what rebellion against God really
does mean, what sin really is and what it does. And he showed them the absolute
impossibility of human beings ever, ever making themselves right with God again.

That's the whole message at the very heart of all the sacrifices of Old Testament religion.
No merely earthly sacrifice could ever possibly accomplish that.

That's why the rituals themselves were endless, year in, year out. It showed them they
could never suffice, they could never satisfy because they kept on going. And so they had
to trust in God and his promise.

that one day God himself would intervene to reverse the terrible curse of sin with his own
power and might.

And all the prophets, they kept lamenting the people of Israel's sin and rebellion. They
kept longing for that ultimate answer. The seed of the woman, the one promised from the
very beginning to defeat that ancient serpent, the devil, Satan.

longing for the seed of Abraham through whom God promised to bless all the nations of
the earth. Longing for the son of David, for the ruler to be born in Bethlehem, the human
child who would inexplicably still be called Emmanuel, God with us, the mighty God, the
prince of peace.

But that was the message that God revealed and spoke uniquely to the world all through
the Hebrew scriptures as we've read tonight. And so it was that for generations, for
hundreds of years, men and women of faith were waiting and longing, longing for that day
of fulfillment to come.

Men like old Simeon that we read of who were righteous and devout, who were waiting for
the consolation of Israel, who were waiting for the fulfilment of what God has spoken to
our fathers by the prophets.

But friends, in the birth of Jesus Christ and in his life and in his death and resurrection, the
answer at last did come. And that's the final thing that these verses tell us.

God has spoken ultimately in his holy son. In these last days, God has spoken to us by his
son. And he, you see, is the radiance of the glory of God, the exact imprint of his nature.

In the coming of Jesus, you see, we've had not just the answer to the longings of the
Hebrew prophets, but the answer to all those deepest yearnings of the human heart.
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He is the answer. He is the answer to poor Bertrand Russell's question, if only he knew it.
What's it all for? There must be something more important one feels. Well, there is.

And Jesus Christ is the answer. He is the ultimate word of God's revelation to this earth.
He's the answer to all the great questions.

Who is God? What is God really like? What's it all for? What am | made for? Why am |
here? He's the answer because he is the God of glory who made us.

He's the radiance of the glory of God. God. And he's the Lord who made us in order to
love us. And for us to find rest and peace and belonging and significance in relationship
with him.

He is the exact imprint of his nature. Friends, what that means is simply this. There is
nothing un-God-like in Jesus Christ.

And there is nothing but nothing that is un-Jesus-like in God. And that's so important.
Because it means there's nothing dark or hidden or mysterious or chilling about the true
God who made heaven and earth.

There's no need to be fearful that the true God could turn out to be the God of fanatics, the
God of terrorists, the God of suicide bombs, the God of machine guns. No, he's the God
whose glory is radiated exactly in the person of Jesus Christ.

If you hear his words, if you see his works, you have seen and heard your true maker. And
nor is he a God who will ever disappoint.

A God who when you find him will turn out to be far less than you'd hoped he might be.
No, no, no. No. And Simeon knew that, didn't he? He saw even in that little baby the
answer to all his lifelong earnings.

Now, he says, now you're letting your servant depart in peace because my eyes have
seen your salvation. Nor is he a God who will reject you.

However dark, however wicked your life has been. Yes, he is the holy one. He's the one
who can't look upon sin. He's the one, yes, who will judge the earth with justice.

There is no refuge from his justice. But friends, the ultimate word that God has spoken to
this world in Jesus Christ, his son, is a revelation of his salvation.

You shall call his name Jesus for he will save his people from their sins. And in doing so,
and only in doing so, he'll satisfy that inconsolable longing, that unappeasable want that is
deep in every human heart and will be deep in every human heart until that heart finds its
true home in him and in the sinless glory that we were truly made for.

one last word from C.S. Lewis. Our lifelong nostalgia, he says, our longing to be reunited
with something in the universe from which we now feel cut off, to be on the inside of some
door that we've always seen from the outside.

It's no mere neurotic fantasy. That's the truest index of our real situation. At present, he
says, we're on the outside of the world.

We're on the wrong side of the door. But all the leaves of the New Testament are rustling
with the rumor that it will not always be so.

Someday, God willing, we shall get in. And to be at last summoned inside, he says, would
be both glory and honor beyond all our merits.

And also, the healing of that age-long ache. Friends, that is the message of Christmas.

In these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son. God's ultimate word of revelation. And
it is a word of summons. It's a word to come inside, to find in Jesus Christ the answer to
the deepest yearnings of every human heart.
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So | want to urge you, whatever you do this Christmas, don't fail to respond to Jesus
Christ, the God's ultimate word to humankind. Because it is he, and it is he alone, who will
answer that inconsolable longing of your heart.

Let's pray. O come, all ye faithful, come joyful and triumphant, come to Bethlehem, come
and behold him, born the King of angels.

Come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. Our gracious God, we ask that you would grant
this to be a true response of all of our hearts this Christmas.

For we ask it in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. O come, all ye faithful, joyful
and triumphant, come and behold him, Christ the Lord.

Lord, you may o'er each be of But it.

I know he faithful, but it is all about you. Look to the Lord, come and overbred the Lord. |
know you are not alone. The Lord is my Son who is a son who hailed CHOIR SINGS
CHOIR SINGS
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